
My Journey to Lazarus House 

To the Staff and Community at Lazarus House, 

My name lam 57 years old, and I want to share my story, one that truly began to change on 
July 17, 2025, the day I walked through the doors of Lazarus House. 

To understand where I am now, I must look back at where I came from. My life has been marked by deep trials. 
When I was 14, I survived a horrific incident where I was beaten with a hammer by my stepfather. It left my left side 

paralyzed and kept me in a wheelchair for a year. Though I eventua1ly learned to walk again with a limp, the trauma 
remained. The man was never charged, and the pain eventually led me toward drugs and difficult choices. 

l worked hard to improve my life, but I faced a series of devastating losses. I lost my mother to a liver transplant 
complication, my youngest brother to drugs, and more recently, my middle sister to colon cancer on November 28, 

2023. These tragedies, combined with losing my job in July 2023, led to me losing my home in January 2024. For a 
year and a half, I lived "couch to couch," struggling with severe depression and anxiety. 

By the time I arrived at Lazarus House in July 2025, I was a total mess. I felt like I was drowning, but you took me 
under your wing. You didn't just give me a roof over my head; you gave me the tools to rebuild my life. 

Through your workshops and motivational counseling, I learned how to better myself emotionally and mentally. The 
staff was always available to assist me spiritually, making sure I was safe and okay as I adjusted to a shelter setting. 
With your guidance, I have achieved goals I once thought were out of reach, for example my credit score has 
increased, and I am now much more aware of my priorities and finances. I have also started working towards my 
GED. I feel like a brand-new person. My life is better organized, and I am dreaming of a future where I own 

property and can eventually assist others who have walked a path like mine. 

I am so thankful 1for the support of the Director, the staff, and the workshops. If l were to offer one suggestion for 

the program, 1 feel that things could be a bit stricter in the singles area-for example, having rooms inspected daily 
to maintain high standards for everyone. 

There are no words to truly show my appreciation for being accepted here. You opened your doors when I had 

nowhere else to go. I want to let everyone in this world know how much Lazarus House has helped me. 

Thank you so much. 

Sincerely, 
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